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NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT

John Cowles
Congressional District 4

Because of the special trust and confidence I'have in your integrity, judgment, and ability, I have
appointed you to the office of:

Member
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities Board of
Trustees

Effective: September 22, 2020
Expires: June 30, 2026

This appointment carriés with it all rights, powers, duties, and emoluments granted by law and
pertaining to this position until this appointment is superseded or annulled by me or other lawful
authority or by any law of this State.

Signed and sealed September 17, 2020.

Tim Walz

Governor

Steve Simon
Secretary of State

Filed on September 17, 2020
Office of the Minnesota
Secretary of State,

Steve Simon

Reappointment
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John (Jay) Cowles
475 Grand Hill, Saint Paul MN 55102
Office 612-359-9449; Mobile 612-670-0191
Jay@knudsencowlés.com

September 21, 2020

Appomtments '
c/o Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State (wa Madelyn Nelson)

1 am writing this letter to complete my application for re-appointment as a trustee of
Minnesota State colleges and universities, ahd to express my desire to continue serving this
great public higher education system on behalf of the students and ¢itizens of Minnesota.

Over the past six years that | have served Minnescta State as a trustee, | have developed an
even greater appreciation for the crucial role that this institution plays, and for the talent and
dedication of the employees and leadership throughout the system. Ourthirty-seven colleges
and universities are deeply embedded throughout Minnesota in their communities and regions,
and play an essential role in the economic, community and cultural life of Minnesotans. Our
faculty, staff, and leadership draw from talent throughout the state and country attracted by
our mission, values, and the performance of our institutions, Our focus keeps the success of our
students —- all of our students - as the overarching measure of our institutional performance,
‘and we are determined to provide equitable access and success for students from every
background in Minnesota.

Over the past six years, | have worked diligently in my role as trustee to listen and learn the
many dimensions of our unique system:. | love visiting the campuses when opportunity arises,
have attended many national conferences, and have maintained a 100% attendance record at
trustee meetings. | have served on most every committee, served as Treasurer and Finance
Committee Chair, and been the board Vice Chair for two years before being elected Chair last
year (and re-elected for FY20-21).

My admiiration for the mission of Minnesota State, the opportunities it offers to its students

and communities, and the commitmerit and talent of the people of Minnesota State has only
deepened over the past six years. | would be humbly honored to conti wj\@wng for another

term. | E @@\k
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JOHN (JAY) COWLES
475 Grand Hill, Saint Paul MN 55102

office 612-359-9449; fax 612-359-9498; cell 612- 67‘% @ E “W @,

iay@knudsencowles.com

gEp 21 2020

M ‘ ; President of the Senate

anaging Du eclor (1998 present)

Created ofganizational concept for and developed investor interest in this family
investmentcompany. Manageouts1delegal accounting, investmentadviseryand fund

inanagerservicesto prov1de supemor investmentadviceand opportunitiesto nvestors in

a. cost-efficient administrative structute, Organize regular communications to and

meetg1gs withinvestorsand advisors toensure timely discussion and decision-makirig,

Preszdent (2006 - plesent) Vzce Preszdent ( 1998 2015)
P1ov1demanagement oversighttothisfamilyoffice. Staffoffivedelivers administrative and
other services to family members and Lawrence Creek.

Chazrman (1995 - 2004); Presza’ent and CEO (1993 1995) Boa; d membe; (1991 -2004),
With my father, sister, and several privateinvestors, developedthebusmess model, hired
staff, and launched operations for thisstart-up women's professional sports league: featuring
elite athletes in this popular collggiate sport. Served as CEO during a period of tratisition
from "founders" leadership to.more experienced sports marketing and. operatlonal leadership,
AsChair, recruited investors, Boardmembers, andsenior staff, as well asmanaged relations
between these stakeholdess. WPSL grew to six teams playing & summer league schedule
along with select exhibition games against Olympic and otherelite teams. Leagueplay was
televised on ESPN2 numerous times each year, and WPSL was named as an Official
Development Partner by Major League Baseball. The league was sold in 2004 to team
owners, and continues today as National Pro Fastpitch (NPF)

C’hazrman (1993 1998), Vice C’hazrman (1991 «1993); Board member (1991 -1998);
Trustee, Cowles Family Voting Trust (1991-1998); Vice President, Divector of
Operations (Sentinel Publishing Co., Deniver CO) (1988 - 1991); Director of Plarining
(1985 - 1988).

Heldstaff, operatingmanagement,and governancerclesinthis family-owned diversified
media commpany that included the largest Minnesota newspaper, the Star Tribune. Led
strategicplanning whichresulted: mpurchase ofScottsdale (AZ) Progressnewspaperatd
a portfolio of "enthusiast" magazines (¢.g: I lyF isherman, Civil War szeq)
Restructured struggling weekly newspaper group in Denver, CO, managing all operations
exceptsales. Led eorporatetransitionin familyleadership tothird generation, and shaped
dialogue between family owriers, management, and the board of directors Gver anumber
of years, Oversaw consensus decision to sell the company in 1997, and participated
¢losely inthelegal and banking pmcess that led to-the sale in 1998 for.$1.4 billion.




Dzrecto; of Internal Operatmns (1985) Dzr ector of F znancial Analysis (1983 1985).
Member of finance team that $uccessfully raised $70 million in private equify for this
startup national tel¢vision distribution company competing in the emer ging-direct-
broadcast-by-satellite (DBS) segmerit,

C’onsultant (1980 - 1981) ‘
Helped develop and implement initial cable television franchise agreereft.

Chazrman (1975 - 1997) Pi‘eszdem‘ and CEQ{(1975-1979).

Bought this unprofitable siall business during a break froth undergraduate studies. In
four years as President managed the company to profitability, and won several national
graphics awards for quality. Brought in 4 minority-investor as an active patther, and
resumed my college studies. Company remained successful and was sold in 1997,

URRENT COW

Minnesota State Colleges and Universities: Trustee, Chair.

Itasca Project: Founding Member; Working Team member: Co=Chair-of

Transportation Initiative,

Green Minneapolis: Board member, Vice Chan

Minneapolis Downtown Council; Board, Executive Committee member.

Mississippi Park Connection: Board meiiiber, former

Chair,

Northside Achievement Zone: Finance Committee member.

Center for Transportation Studies (U of MN): Advisory Council member, former Chair.
Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public Affairs (U of MN): Advisory Council member.

PAST BOARD MEMBERSHIPS

Saint Paul Foundation (Chair), Minnesota Community Foundation (Chair).
Foundation, Saint Paul Chamber of Conimerce, Minneapolis }Ezg%:@l N ;?? erce,
the S

‘Saint Paul Riverfront Corpotation (Chair), Capitol City Partne atnt Paul
Libraty, Open Book (Chair), Minnesota Cénter for Book Arts (Chair), Guthrie Theater, Cowles
Media Foundation, Headwaters Fund, Saijit:Paul Public Schools Founﬁiﬁ;og , PiRRe0it (AZ)
College (Interim Chair).

EDUCATION President of the Senate

(Cambridee. MAY T MBA 1983
General management curriculum, with a foéus. on strategic planning arid new ventures.
Founded student club on social responsibilities of corporate leadership.

i €. VIA) BA 1981
Cum Laude in General Stuches maj 01ed in, GOVernment Elected to AD Club. Began
studies in 1972 following a "gap. year™ of work (Canada, France), Requested a leave of
absence beginning 1974 to attend Preseott College, and then to operate Classie Printers,




before returning in 1979 to coniplete my degree. Worked in Mayor's Office of Cable
Communications while completing last two years of college.

1974-1975

Pursued fieldwork in anthfopélogy,, é‘n’d(general curriculum. Founded s¢hool hewspaper,

and elected to Program Council.

Cum Laude.

RECEIVED
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President of the Senate
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